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LBM: West Virginia. The purpose of this taping is to preserve some 
of the memories and experiences of days long ago in this Ap-
palachian region. My name is Lewis B. McLaughlin, and I am 
with Mr. W. c. Bobbitt, a person who was a school administrator 
over 50 years ago. It goes without saying I'm honored to have 
this privilege to share with Mr. Bobbitt his experiences in 
the years gone by. 
WCB: And, ah, well, about, ah, I think about three or four months 
is, ah, is long as the term was at that time. I th~nk the 
salary of the, ah, the teacher, ah, would be 25 or 30, 30 
dollars. our first teacher was a man teacher, and he, he 
lived, ah, on over on another vicinity, and he'd walk about 
five mile, ah, backwards and forwards to school to teach us, 
and, ah ••• I was boarding, boarding at home. And, ah, of 
course, ah, those times we hadn't, didn't didn't know what it 
was to have a hot lunch. We, ah, all the children from all 
the families, and, ah, there were about,ah, I don't know maybe 
eight or ten families up and down the creek fer, ah, two or 
three miles, and they had all had to walk to school. And, 
ah (inaudible), would fix up some basket, lunch for every--for 
all of us. There would be three or four or five or six or 
eight. We'd, ah, all carry a lunch, you know, have fuss over 
everytime out who would carry it like kids do. And, ah, the, 
ah, lived in good farm community. The, ah, the children all 
went to school. We didn't know what a truant officer was. 
The parents were as the truant officers as they saw that we went 
to school. And, of course, we had, ah, very limited reading, 
writing, and arithmetic and didn't know much about things or 
anything like that. And, we started in the first grade, and 
we, we had from the first grade up to the eighth, eighth grade. 
And, when we, ah, when we got through that, ah, eighth grade, 
there was not, not much to do. Ah, the girls got married, and 
the boys could maybe get work on a farm, get married. There's 
no other, hardly no other place to go to school. And, ah, that 
school remained there for, oh, about, ah, eight or nine years. 
Ah, I spent about my first four or five years on, on (inaudible) 
in that school so my father was elected sheriff, and we moved 
to Summersville in 1896, and we lived there four years. We 
had a school about two miles, it was ... was called the 
Peck School House. And, we had, ah, teachers from, ah, lived 
there in Summersville when we went to school there for, for, 
ah, as long as we lived in Summersville; that was four years. 
That got me up about, ah, I expect I was up about sixth or 
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seventh grade when we, we went back then to the, ah, the, the 
old homeplace. Dad's, ah, term expired in four years, and we 
worked on the farm, had a big farm, and then we picked up 
school the same school that I had had, McMillan School; and, 
ah, I, I graduated there, went through the eighth grade there. 
But, in the meantime, while I was going there, we had nothing 
like a high school in Nicholas County, nothing but, ah, this 
established at Summersville what they called a Summersville 
Normal School. Ah, after we finished the Common School Branch 
is about all they talked about in my time ••. at that time 
was the, have you heard of the First Grade Certificates? 
iLBM: Yeah..J Secondary Certificates iLBM: Yes, yeah..J 
Certificates, well, the height of my ambition was to get a 
First Grade Certificate so I could teach school. So, I'd, go 
to school in the, ah, wintertime, and then Dad would send me 
down to Summersville. We lived up the country then, and, ah, 
I went to Summersville Normal School. That was, ah, was, was 
near a coll2ge, I never heard of, ah, a Normal School anywhere. 
I don't know whether any, I doubt if there were any established 
then. There might have been one or two of the old Normals left, 
Fairmont or Concord. But, anyhow, ah, the country teachers in 
my time, we, ah, we didn't know what a normal training certifi-
cate was and . 
LBM: Were they mostly men or women teachers? 
WCB: Ah, it was just about 50-50. The women was the same as men. 
LBM: Were the women rough teachers? 
WCB: No, no, ah, we never had any, we never had any in all my 
We never had any people, teacher problems at all. iLBM: 
that rightJ We just didn't, didn't have them that way. 




LBM: Now, Mr. Bobbitt, before you go ahead, I have another question 
I want to ask you iWCB: All right..J and you don't have to 
answer it if you don't want to. You said your father was 
elected sheriff in Nicholas County 1896. /WCB: Yeah..J That 
was the year William McKinley was elected, elected president. 
LWCB: Yes, that's right..J Were they on the same ticket? 
WCB: No, my father (laughter) I was always proud of him. Ah, my 
dad was considered a pretty fair, prominent man, pretty well 
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thought of in the county, and he served the, the, ah, first 
four years, and, ah, you couldn't, ah, succeed yourself L_LBM: 
Yeah✓ so he waited four years and was re-elected. L_LBM: I 
swear✓ And, ah, but we didn't move away from the farm, we 
stayed, we stayed on the farm, and he, and he stayed home, 
too. But, he travelled so didn't, didn't move so much, but 
but we kept up, I did and, ah, ah, my sisters. I had, ah, 
two sisters, older than I, and, ah, we, we all just, we kept 
up with our school. We'd, when we got the Normal School 
started, we'd go to the Normal School, you see, in the summer-
time. And, ah, in those times, the superintendent would, ah, 
would give the examinations, he gets, we had a state superin-
tendent of schools. Ah, I think Captain Ford was the first 
state superintendent of schools I can remember, ah, and, ah, 
they'd, they'd give us the examination and have three, three 
a year, about three maybe. I may be wrong about that. They'd 
have one a year, but they'd have three grades. You'd get a 
first, you'd get a second, you'd get a third. And, ah, when 
my sister went to school, they're younger than I, she got, 
ah, went to school, and she got a Third Grade Certificate and 
taught one year and got married, so that ended her career. 
But, I kept on teaching and, ah, went to that Normal School, 
ah, at Summersville. They had some, some, some good teachers, 
some of the old line people who like Groves, people of that 
sort who were fine people •.• old people. My word, when we 
got in Normal School, we were grown. We weren't kids, you 
see, we, we were up 18, 19, and 20 years old, and as soon as 
one would get a certificate, start on the third, they'd come 
to school the next summer. They could do better the next 
summer. And, the first grade, when you got to be a first grade 
superintendent, the first grade teacher, why, we got up as 
high as we could go at that time; and my, my county super--
superintendent, ah, was a man named Groves, and he didn't have 
any more than the First Grade Certificate either. 
LBM: Wonder what, can you remember what you got paid on a First 
Class Certificate? 
WCB: Oh, yeah. Yes, sir. Yes, sir. I got $25 a month. 
LBM: Twenty-five dollars a month. 
WCB: Y2s, sir, and I taught a full term, 
I don't remember whichever it was. 
five months or six somewhat, 
When I got paid off, I got 
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paid off when Dad was sheriff /LBM: Yeah_J and when I got paid 
off, I got all my pay at one time. It was around about a $125. 
I didn't need any money. There wasn't anywhere to spend it 
(laughs). So, I, but that was the salary, and third grade was 
cheaper, was lower than that. Now, could you imagine? But, 
anyhow, the (inaudible) was to a lot of people just like I did 
••• first grade, second grade, third grade, and keep on going. 
So, ah, I taught, ah, I never did teach on the third, I never 
made a third; I made a second grade once or twice, maybe twice. 
So, ah, I taught then the first Hicks the first school I taught 
was up, ah, about four mile from where I lived. I, I stayed 
at home. Firsted, I didn't have to pay board, I worked on the 
farm, taking care of the cattle before I went to school, and 
I taught at that school; we called it the, the, ah, the Hick-
man School. That's a school that, ah, your superintendent 
taught. The third year after I taught, I taught the Hickman 
School one year, and that got up, and that was in nineteen hun-
dred and that would be nineteen hundred and six. Well, 1907, 
I went up to Little Beaver, and, ah, that's about two mile 
farther, but I still boarded at home, got the same salary, and 
I taught there on a second grade. 
LBM: How did you get to the school, walk? 
WCB: Rode a horse. 
LBM: Rode a horse. 
WCB: Yes, I had •.• there was a man in the neighborhood that had 
a barn, and, and I'd put my horse in the barn and, ah, stay 
there until I got ready to come home, and I'd ride home, and 
it was about four miles to it, to the school at, ah, Little 
Beaver. And, ah, this, there were some, some of the finest 
people people up there, ah, in that community, one of the finest 
you ever could imagine anywhere. This, this, here one of the 
product of one of them, about the third generation. LLBM: Yeah..Jl 
People up there, all, all, all good people. Well, I had a 
cousin who lived in Webster County by the name of George Morton, 
and he was county superintendent in Webster County so he, ah, 
he got at me to come up to Cowan, that's, ah, ah, up on Camden 
on Gauley, and I went up there and took charge of ah, graded 
school, three room school, and I was principal of that school. 
So, ah, I taught that school, and, ah, that, that spring I, 
I went to, to, ah, to the uniformity examination and made 
I 
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a first grade, that served me on that. In the meantime in, in 
Great District, they, ah, had a school-bond election, wanted 
a school election, bonded their district for $25,000, think 
of it, and built a graded, graded school, ah, a district graded 
school. That's the County High School. iLBM: I swear_J 
And, ah, I was old enough to vote, and I campaigned for the 
school and when that started, why, I went to high school, and, 
an, it was a three-year high school when it started. But, ah, 
ah, I finished, I finished the three year then added a year, 
then, then I just stayed to make it four years, so I graduated 
from a fourth-year high school in nineteen hundred, and that 
would be about nineteen hundred and eleven or twelve that I 
graduated from high school. So, ah, then I then I taught 
on over at Webster Springs and, ah, taught, taught one term 
over there, and then from there I went to Wesleyan College. 
There was a school teacher from Buckhannon came over, a 
woman came over from Buckhannon, a school teacher, and, ah, 
that was, ah, that was my wife. Her name was Eaton, and I, I, 
I just graduated from high school there where she tried it on 
but by the time she got through, about the time she ended up 
with four years there, I had graduated from college, and we 
got married. And, that ended my, ah, that ended my free 
school through rural school so •.• 
LBM: Was tuition high back then at Wesleyan? 
WCB: No, no, no, ah, I, ah, I've been thinking about the, ah, ah, 
I couldn't, ah, just couldn't give you, ah, it was so unreason-
ably low that I, I think maybe so maybe $50 a semester, and I 
had to board, ah, they didn't have a dormitory in that, in 
that at in Buckhannon. And, we would, ah, we would, ah, get 
our meals some all, all over town. Like they had people that 
had boarding houses. We'd get our meals (inaudible) and then 
get a room somewhere, and, ah, oh, my room and board $15 or 
$20 a month. 
LBM: I swear. Mrs. Bobbitt, Mr. Bobbitt, I had Algebra I and II to 
Mrs. Bobbitt iWCB: I didn't know that_J Yeah, oh my, yes. 
And, did she graduate from college the same year you did? 
WCB: Yeah iLBM: She did_J no, no she graduated before I did. 
LLBM: Is that right_J She graduated before I did, because, 
ah, ah, ah, I had, ah, I had to go back one, maybe I went back 
a summer to finish that. By the way, I'll tell you somethin' 
LBM: 
WCB: 
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that I aon't want gettin' in the recora. Anyhow, we, she got, 
I got my, I took my course in eaucation. I've got my State 
High School Certificate, you see. Well, the first school I 
taught, ah, I was, was, ah, in let's see what in the worla was 
I going to say, yeah, yeah, I went aown, I went to, went to 
Richwooa. Ah, this man's s.1perintenaent friena was a state 
superintenaent, ana, ah, he knew my wife's people ana, ah, 
my family (inaudible) Richwood, and I went aown to Richwooa 
and taught aown there two years, and she got in the same school, 
ah, taught the same subjects a1e aia here. So, I got, ah, but 
I already had my certificate that, that, that, that summer I 
think that I left there we, we went to Morgantown and summer 
school ••• and we both graduated with post graduate work. 
Then, ah, after I, I left, left Richwooa went, went over to 
Flatwoods in that little town, you know where Flatwoods is? 
L_LBM: Yes, yes✓ And, we called it Flatwoods. And, ah, ah, 
another school man from Charleston came along with me and my 
people and my wife's people from Buckhannon said they needea 
somebody from Clay County, so, ah, County High School, so, 
we, we came, we came down, we came down to Clay, Mr. Murphy, 
and McLaine, Jones, Bragg to see the county court was the 
school board. One, one people elected one, county court 
made three, and, ah, let's see, who would be, ah, other one, 
the opponent was state superintenaent and that's, that's, 
that's how we operated. Wouldn't that be something? 




it went on that way for a good while, so, ah, we, 
started a school down there. I got along fine with 
I had no trouble about them. I had no trouble 
getting teachers. I went up 
up there and got this fellow 
Charleston for a long time. 
McGovern was his name. 
to, I'd go up to Morgantown on 
Dr. Frame. Laterwas here in, in 
We have a fellow by the name of 
LBM: Were they good teachers, Mr. Bobbitt? 
WCB: All, all good teachers. 
LBM: They were. /WCB: All gooa teachers✓ Deaicatea, too. 
WCB: Everyone of them couldn't be a bit better. Never, never haa 
any ••. 
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LBM: How were the students attitude toward learning? 
WCB: Good ••• they, they wanted to go to school. I'll, I'll tell 
you now a little, a little about, ah, glad you mentioned it 
now. The students, when I came here we didn't have but about, 
ah, 80 or 90, but they were mature people lLBM: They were✓ 
and a great number of them were taking 1!:hese exams, school 
examinations, you know /LBM: Yeah✓ and had certificates, 
some were third, some second, and even in the first grade. 
Slack went to school to me, and, ah, so, ah, I had, I hadn't 
I had a high school teacher at Cowan, when I was up there by 
the name of White, Wilson H. White, and his, his brother was, 
ah, ah, another White. I just don't remember his name, but 
he was a teacher in Glenville. lLBM: H. Laban White✓ 
H. Laban. Well, by my knowing his brother, he came up here 
and was had some sort of job in the school business, but he, 
he, oh yes, he was a, he got in Glenville that how it happened, 
he got in Glenville, so he, he thought of the idea of having us 
to teach Glenville normal work at night up here lLBM: Yeah✓ 
and give them credit for, for that, ah, works, see, they could 
go here to school at night and get credit and go to and then 
they'd go to school the next, the next to Glenville, you see. 
And, I don't know how many, a_ll of those, these good teachers 
that, ah, Earl Young's wife, and all those, the Mabone Kings' 
girls, all, all those teachers, ah, I had there, the Bragg 
girls, and • • • 
LBM: My mother graduated when you were principal. lWCB: Yo.rmother 
was one of them✓ Tell me, tell me again how, mom said that 
you wrote her up enough credits from her, ah, certificate so 
that she could graduate the year afterwards. 
WCB: Well, well, I'll tell you how we did that. You see, we, they 
had in taking the examination you had, you had to have physiology 
/ LBM: Yeah✓ and you had to have, ah, English, aroyou had to 
have, ah, ah, maybe science or so, so on. Now, any of those 
that had, that had, ah, ah •.• good on the certificate, see, 
say your mother had 80 or 90 in English. Well,_you could give 
her a year's credit for English. /LBM: I see✓ Or arithmetic 
or whatever, whatever field, you see, and put that on, and they 
were going to ~chool here at the same time, you see. Even 
finishing some of them, even finishing high school, and that 
just give them ; a start. Now, that thing doing that laid the 
foundation for the b~st group of teachers that Clay County ever 
W. C. Bobbitt 8 
had from the time I came here in, in 1922 up until, well for 
the next six, eight years, and they were just beginning to 
drop out, your mother was one of them and Earl Young's wife, 
and the King girls and. 
LBM : They're just now retiring aren't they? LW°CB: Just now retir-
ing..J They're getting out. 
WCB: And, they were the foundation. 
LBM: Well, in other words, you have contributed a lot to the education 




come in. lLBM: 
it • •• 
That's right. 
was one. 
that's that's it, that ' s, that's where my glory 
Yeah..J Ah, I sowed the seed, and they hoed 
Consequently, I'm a teacher, because my mother 
WCB: And, ••• you're just one. I can name, I can name dozens of 
them. lLBM: Yeah~ And, that's the beautiful thing about it. 
lLBM: It is..J Ah, the ••. people weren't rich then in Clayr 
they were pretty poor, pretty hard up, you know, just ordinary 
country people. The Bragg girls, some of the finest teachers. 
You remember, ah, ah, LLBM: Goldie..J Goldie Bragg, Goldie, 
Goldie was one of them, and, ah, Frank of one, Howard White 
went to s:::hool then. lLBM: Howard WhiteJ Howard White, he 
went to school, Andy Pugh went to school .•• Rogers that 
taught over at Mingo. What is his name . Lon Rogers . lLBM: 
Yeah..J Lon went to school and taught at (inaudible) and 
Andy Pugh got a diploma, gave him a high school diploma see 
when they graduated. Yeah, old Lon sat on the platform up 
there and graduated with Murry Smith ••. 
LBM: Murry graduated under you? lWCB: Huh?/ Murry graduate •.• 
LBM: Oh, yeah. I'm •.• awful sorrty about that, but I can help 
it (laughter). Yeah, that was that was, that was, that was, 
that was the beginning of the, ah, of the, ah, of the educational 
system in, in the county. That got the teachers started. Well, 
then they just followed up, you see. Now, you can see how much, 
how, ah, the result, the results of it. Now, those all most 
of those have retired, but I run across their students. 
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LLBM: Yeah~ You see. 
LBM: What, what did parents think of education back then when you 
were here? 
WCB: Well, well, well, ah, they, they, they didn't, ah, they, they, 
they wasn't, wasn't, wasn't sensitive to just didn't know much 
about it. Didn't, didn't, didn't the school was so far removed. 
Just now that's one thing when I came here, why, you missed 
your friends. Insisted that I get out, get out all over the 
county and do missionary work, and I did. I'd go to the homes. 
I went up here, you know, where Groves Creek is LLBM: Yes.J 
• Ira, Ira Jackson out of the mines up there and brought 
him down here and put him through school. 
LBM: Well, I'll swear, and Ira taught about 45 or 50 years didn't 
he? 
WCB: Let's see, and he's such a gentleman ••• 
LBM: Yes, he is. 
WCB: (Inaudible) and give his dad the job as janitor. The old man 
was a janitor, and he stayed here for four years, and Ira went 
to school, and he got a diploma. Now, no better man than Ira 
Jackson, is there? 
LBM: That's right. 
I came in 22;/ 
here that ever 
Now, but when you came here in say 1922 LWCB: 
22 then you were probably about the only person 
had a college education at that time. 
WCB: Ah, ah, no, there were, they were, they, I don't know so much 
about the teachers. I imagine they're high school teachers, 
ah, most of 'em had a college education, I imagine. I just 
don't remember who they were. But, only had three or four high 
school teachers L_LBM: Yeah;/ when I came. Why, I imagine 
they, they, I imagine, they all had degrees. 
LBM: Did you have anything to work with as far as physical things? 
WCB: Ah, no, no when, when I came when I came, the, ah, the basement 
of the high school was dirt. It hadn't been finished. LLBM: 
Is that right_J Yeah, we, ah, we, ah, we got that, ah, ah, 
got the cement floor in and while I was they had a Horne Ee 
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teacher here, but I went to the University, and, ah, they had 
this federal, federal aid to Home Ee~ and you've got a Home 
Ee teacher now, and you all have one iLBM: YeahJ with federal 
aid and I got, I had, I got that for the first •.• iLBM: 
Under the Smith-Hughes Act.7 Yeah, for the first, ah, when, 
when the government pays for it. iLBM: Right_J And, ah, 
that teacher then, I went to the University and hired a corn-
missory, ah, I don't remember her first name, a mighty fine 
teacher, and, ah, then I went on up there two or three times 
and got good Home Ee teachers ... then those teachers worked 
in the summertime, and they taught, taught Home Ee and had 
projects, you see. iLBM: Yeah, yeah_J And, but these 
women, these, these Home Ee teachers travelled all over the 
county. They've got their travel expenses, and they had 
school girls had projects, and they tell me they've quit 
that. 
LBM: Yeah, about, now, we still have a few, now. We have a few 
projects. 
WCB: Well, we had that, that then, then that took the, the school 
right out in, in the homes, and we had the same thing with the 
with Vo Ag. I was acquainted with this, ah, Vo Ag man down 
at, ah, in Kanawha County, and he had a boy •.• redheaded 
boy. What was his name? Do you remember him? Anyhow, I had 
one of the--McGovern. He came here, and he was, ah, he, he 
was, ah, he, he was, ah, fine teacher, and he stayed a couple 
of years. And, ah, by the way, I think he went on after he 
left here. He got went out West and got his Ph.D. and doin' 
something in, in (inaudible). But, anyhow, they had sort of 
a club here, and we, we had Vo Ag for the teacher for the 
boys, see, and we called farm carpentry. It was a little 
different from, ah, Kyles and Suttons'. We didn't have any 
big automobiles with, ah (inaudible) on it (laughter). 
iLBM: Oh, shootJ They, they were •.. they were, they 
were nice .•• they were nice teachers. All had I never 
had any, never had any, any, ah, any, any bad teachers. 
After we get this off the record I'll tell you one little 
experience we had with a teacher, but they were nice teachers* 
fine, fine people. They went to the communities and all, 
and they took with the people and that would bring children 
into schools, you know, and, ah, the boys would Vo Ag, and 
they let, let the farm, let the Vo Ag work peter out. They 
had to have the 4-H Camp McGovern's father was, ah, was, ah, 
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had charge of it in Kanawha County, and he owns material, and 
there's an old little shack up at John Wheelers that we had 
the first 4-H Club Camp, Camp that was ever in Clay County. 
Can you remember the old Wheeler house, ah, before it burned 
down? 
LBM: No, No, I can't remember it. 
WCB: Ah, well, there's a little shack right beyond that in Little 
Bottom we had a 4-H Camp up there .•. 
LBM: I swear. Did you have much paper work back in the school? 
WCB: No, we didn't know what paper work was (laughter). 
LBM: Where did you live at when you first went to Clay? 
WCB: Well, the first place I lived, let's see where I did, where I 
landed. Well, I first, I first came to the hotel, and, ah, 
and, ah, then, then, then I moved up to, ah, you go, do you 
know the new filing station is up here /LBM: Yeahd the 
old, the old house that stood there? Do you remember it was 
an old building ••. finally burnt down, a little shack there, 
stayed there a while. Ah, then, ah, then there got to moved 
on in the Downey House, and I stayed there until, ah, they 
built the new, they built the new house in '23. iLBM: That's 
the one up hereJ Uh huh, so. 
LBM: Did your wife teach here, too? 
WCB: All the time. iLBM: She didd She taught all the time. 
And, ah, so, ah, but, ah, it was after something else happened. 
Just beyond, beyond that, ah, ah, little old house that I told 
you about that was saved they had there was an old house in 
the, in the bottom just beyond the, can you remember another 
village just opposite where, where, ah, ah, the school teacher 
lives, ah, that's retired, what's his name? L_LBM: Umm. Mr. 
Will Farline_J Yeah, yeah. can you, can you remember a house 
in the hollow just across there? Can you remember that old 
house? iLBM: No, I don't believe I can_J Well, they had one 
there was a house there. You probably wouldn't remember it. 
Anyhow, we lived in the little house this side, and we stayed 
there, but they, they decided the'd have the dorm moved, 
talked about building the dormitory up on the high school 
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hill, and they didn't do that, so they bought that old shack 
in the holler there, and the dang thing burned down (laughter). 
They had, my wife and I stayed in it, and we had five girls. 
Naomi Cain and maybe her sister and three or four others the 
night that thing burned down and ¼hen and then we had to move 
out, and then we went to, ah, to, ah, ah, the Downey House, 
so we moved to the house. But, ah, the girls would come, ah, 
they would come out from out in the country, ah, ah, ride 
horse back, and we had nothing like, nothing like transportation. 
There was another, another thing, too, that, ah, that was little 
remarkable, ah, the train that came down the river could bring 
people from up the river LLBM: Yeah_J even up, we had them 
up from Braxton County would come down here to school, and we 
had them from Roane County. They came over here from Nicholas 
County and came here from Kanawha County, and they came here 
from, ah, from, ah, from Roane County. We had students from 
every county that adjoined us . 
LBM: I swear. Now, would you, would you say, Mr. Bobbitt, that 
education is getting better or the opportunities for these 
children are better or are they getting the quality education 
they did when. 
WCB : I'm, I ' m sorry you asked me (laughs). 
LBM: Go ahead and tell me. Maybe you'll send some of us back to school 
to see if we can't be taught to teach. 
WCB: (Laughs) Ah, ah, Lewis, I've thought about it a hundred times, 
and I've compared it with children that I see . Course I don't 
have any contact with them, but, ah, ah, I think of them in 
comparison to, ah, to the ones that I had. LLBM: Yes_J And, 
then I, I can just take you, take people like I can't call 
names as good as I used to but those, those older people, all 
of them, most, most all of your old retired high teachers, 
your mother, the Young girls, and the King girls, and the Bragg 
girls, and the Bailes' LLBM: Right7 and, ah, why, we had 
brilliant students . 
LBM: Masel Bennington. 
WCB: Masel Bennington was another one L_LBM: Yeah_J, and we had, and 
ah, we had boys, boys, too, but they'll admit they all wasn't 
all, they all, but, ah, they didn't go into, didn't all of them 
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didn't not many of them into teaching. We haa a fellows like 
Bob Elliott, ana, ah, and, ah, his, his brother, and, ah, we 
had, ah, Dwain Morgan went to school here. He's a dentist 
in Charleston, and Farr went to school here. Farr's a judge 
over in LLBM: YeahJ over in one of the adjoining counties 
and, ah, ah, oh, I just can't tell you people went to, Pugh 
went to college that Clay Pugh graauatea, ana he was a gooa 
school teacher, ana, ah, it was just, ah, just remarkable that, 
ah, that there's, there's just, there's just, there these just 
nothing, there's nothing for them to ao but just go to school, 
nothing much, no, not like it is now. Ah, we, we wouldn't 
have known a hot, hot lunch. I don't know •••. 
LBM: Uh huh. They didn't have money to spena either aia they? 
WCB: No, didn't have, no, no, no didn't, no didn't, didn't have no 
money, but they all worked. 
LBM: Were the business people in Clay when you came here, Mr. Bobbitt, 
were they, were they behind you and your school efforts? 
WCB: Ah, ah, off ana on. 
LBM: Off ana on. 
WCB: Off ana on. I have some awful gooa friends here, ana, ah, but 
as a, as a general thing, as a, as a general thing, I, ah, I, 
I think that just about everybody in town was, ah, the Piersons 
down here was one bunch that shared in Downey's outfit, ana, 
ah, Carl Reed, and, well, just about everybody I can think of. 
Ah, they were interested in the school. Monk Smith's girls 
come here to schooL LLBM: YeahJ You know Goldie ana Gay. 
/Yeah, yeah, Fred's sister_J Yeah, ana Frea. Yeah, we 
finally got Frea, Frea, too (laughter). 
LBM: Did you have any discipline problems? 
WCB: There was no problem at all. 
LBM: No problem at all. 
WCB: No, no was no problem at all, no problem at all. 
LBM: Well, I'll tell you, things are changing, aren't they? 
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WCB: Well, ah, I'm really, I'm really, ah, no doubt about about. , •• 
LBM: If you had it to do all over cgain, would you still be a teacher? 
WCB: Ah, I, I don't think there's any quest in the world that's 
harder than teacher, and I don't know of anything that, ah, I 
could have done in any county or anyplace that would have 
given me more satisfaction than I've got out of my later years 
living in Clay County among the people and the people's child-
ren that I've helped. 
LBM: You certainly hold our respect and esteem. We see you on the 
street, and we know that you're an educator of long ago. 
WCB: Well, sir, and I've begin to count, count my breaths and, ah, 
ah, not from, ah, not I've had some remarkable students. I 
don't know, I don't know whether you know it or not this here, 
this here man, Smith, down here, Lewis, is a, is a remarkable 
man. lLBM: Yeah✓ The people in Clay County don't realize. 
lLBM: Talking about Murry./ Talking about Murry. 
LBM: Murry has always been a friend to the teachers. You know that? 
WCB: Yes, always has. lLBM: He really has✓ And, he, he, ah, he, 
he, he was a, he came here with his brogan shoes on and his 
jeans britches. But, now, he had good parents. Come from a 
good community and a good background, but he came without a 
dollar, and that boy, nobody ever gives him anything. 
LBM: You know, one of the most proudest moments I ever had, Mr. Bobbitt, 
one time I walked in the bank down there and Murry said that you 
told him iWCB: Yeah✓ that I was the last of your, well, I'm 
not sure the term he used, but anyway, I was the last one of 
yours that you were being responsible for, you know, that really ••• 
WCB: Yeah, yeah, well, sir, I never, I never told Murry, but I don't 
know a man, and I'll tell you this, I don't know of a man in 
all my career that I think more of and appreciate more than 
Murry Smith. 
LBM: I'm, I'm sure that a lot of people feels that way now. 
WCB: They don't appreciate him like they, they should. 
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LBM: He gives the teachers money to go to school on. 
WCB: He, ah, he, he, yeah, that's, that's what he does. They don't, 
they don't, and he'll do anything for anybody ~gitimate that 
he can do. 
LBM: Yeah, is he an old teacher, too? Did he teach some? 
WCB : Taught, yes, a good, a 
on the football team. 
he was a good teacher. 
pretty good teacher. Yeah, he played 
LLBM: He didJ Oh, yeah, yeah, yes, 
LBM: Could he play football? 
WCB : No (laughter). Oh, no, we, we, we, we, just didn't hardly, 
what did I say there. You'll have to delete that one, won't 
you? 
LBM: No, you just said, you, you said hardly (laughter). 
WCB: We, ah, ah, course, we, ah, wasn't much we could do, do in 
athletics . But, we, ah, we took our, ah, we won, ah, ah, won 
a tournament in this section and had pretty good, we had a 
pretty good basketball team. One, one Clay Pugh went to 
college from here went to school. Elliott boys, ah, some of 
them went to school and, ah, but athletics, you see, we had 
no woolens, we didn't have any gymnasium, and, ah, the school 
boys some of them come from wide and Straw boys, I hadn't 
mentioned them. I don't know whether you remember any of 
them •.. /LBM: No__J They lived up at, ah, up at, ah, up at, 
ah, up at, ah, at, ah, Strongdale, and we got out of here and 
raised, the school did, and raised the money and built that 
old Wooten, Wooten Gymnasium. / LBM: Is that rightJ Yeah, 
and there was, ah, ah, and, ah, won the sectional in basketball 
championship in the section, first or second, second year. 
LBM: Mr. Bobbitt, you see things over a broad scope, you're on, 
you, you have time now to look at things. What do you, what 
do you think of school system today? Now, I'm not trying to 
LWCB: Well, ah..J How could we go about improving it? 
WCB: Well, I, ah, I've thought, I've thought about that, ah, I've 
thought about that, ah, ah, too. I don't know, I haven't, I 
haven't kept in touch with it. I mean, I don't know any of 
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the inside. Now, I believe I've said it so many times, said 
to you, now, this is just superficial now. There never was 
a time that things was too genuous; and everything was going 
so well, and there was so little commotion iLBM: Yes.:_/, see, 
and, and people seemed to be of all one coin. There's never 
been a time like this before. iLBM: Not in Clay County for 
a long time.7 Now, that's on the outside, now that's on the 
outside. iLBM: Yeah_J" Now, what the kids are learning these 
other things I don't know about, you see. And, I just know 
what I just, just from appearance, because I saw it the other, 
I seen it the other way, see. 
LBM: What do you think of our school down there, our, our high 
school, facility wise? 
WCB: Well, it couldn't be beat. It's just remarkable. 
LBM: It's, it's a wonderful opportunity for a lot of students. 
WCB: It is. Nobody can imagine just, just what it means. It's 
marvelous to go down there, and then for me to just go down and 
look at it. 
LBM: But you taught in a new high school, too, heredi.dn't you? 
mean, wasn't our old high school new about the time you. 
I 
WCB: Yes, it hadn't been there for two or three years. 
are only three county high school in the state, ah, 
Summersville, and Tyler County are the only three. 
was something great. Think of it, they didn't even 





LBM: I swear. What kind of heat did they have, just coal? 
WCB: No, they had, had that old, old boiler. 
LBM: Old boiler. 
WCB: Old boiler, only fed with coal. /LBM: Yeah_J" We got the coal 
in a bucket. 
LBM: Did you have a good history teacher? 
WCB: All good teachers. /LBM: All good teachers_J" We didn't have 
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any bad teachers. 
LBM: You know, I'm, you know, history always i_wcB: Yeahd been my 
favorite, and I was just wondering how they taught history 
back then. 
WCB: Well, I, ah, I don't so much about, this fellow, you know, Flynn, 
is state superintendent of schools. / LBM: Yeah_J He, he, I 
gave him his first school here. I gave McGovern, young McGovern, 
he's the son of the, ah, county agent of Kanawha County. He, 
he taught school. And, ah, I don't know how many people I've 
given schools to and started off and made, made, made good . 
All of them went from here, from, from this s:hool. Along, 
never, didn't have any, I had one or two from • • • 
LBM: Well, before I turn off the tape do you have a joke you want 
to tell me. I know that you ..• 
WCB: Yeah, turn it off. I want to tell you something. Have you 
got it. 
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LBM: West Virginia. The purpose of this taping is to preserve some 
of the ~ories and experiences of days long ago in this Ap-
palachian region. My name is Lewis B. McLaughlin, and I am 
with Mr. W. C. Bobbitt, a person who was a school administrator 
over 50 years ago. It goes without saying I'm honored to have 
this privilege to share with Mr. Bobbitt his experiences in 
the years gone by. 
WCB: And, ah, well, about, ah, I think about three or four months 
is, ah, is long as the term was at that time. I th.ink the 
salary of the, ah, the teacher, ah, would be 25 or 30, 30 
dollars. our first teacher was a man teacher, and he, he 
lived, ah, on over on another vicinity, and he'd walk about 
five mile, ah, backwards and forwards to school to teach us, 
and, ah ••• I was boarding, boarding at home. And, ah, of 
course, ah, those times we hadn't, didn't didn't know what it 
was to have a hot lunch. We, ah, all the children from all 
the families, and, ah, there were about,ah, I don't know maybe 
eight or ten families up and down the creek fer, ah, two or 
three miles, and they had all had to walk to school. And, 
ah (inaudible), would fix up some basket, lunch for every--for 
all of us. There would be three or four or five or six or 
eight. We'd, ah, all carry a lunch, you know, have fuss over 
everytime out who would carry it like kids do. And, ah, the, 
ah, iived in good farm community. The, ah, the children all 
weLt to school. We didn't know what a truant officer was. 
The parents were as the truant officers as they saw that we went 
to school. And, of course, we had, ah, very limited reading, 
writing, and arithmetic and didn't know much about things or 
anything like that. And, we started in the first grade, and 
we, we had from the first grade up to the eighth, eighth grade. 
And, when we, ah, when we got through that, ah, eighth grade, 
there was not, not much to do. Ah, the girls got married, and 
the boys could maybe get work on a farm, get married. There's 
no other, hardly no other place to go to school. And, ah, that 
school remained there for, oh, about, ah, eight or nine years. 
Ah, I spent about my first four or five years on, on (inaudible) 
in that school so my father was elected sheriff, and we moved 
to Summersville in 1896, and we lived there four years. We 
had a school about two miles, it was ... was called the 
Peck School House. And, we had, ah, teachers from, ah, lived 
there in Summersville when we went to school there for, for, 
ah, as long as we lived in Swrunersville; that was four years. 
That got me up about, ah, I expect I was up about sixth or 
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seventh grade when we, we went back then to the, ah, the, the 
old homeplace. Dad's, ah, term expired in four years, and we 
worked on the farm, had a big farm, and then we picked up 
school the same school that I had had, McMillan School; and, 
ah, I, I graduated there, went through the eighth grade there. 
But, in the meantime, while I was going there, we had nothing 
like a high school in Nicholas County, nothing but, ah, this 
established at Summersville what they called a Summersville 
Normal School. Ah, after we finished the Common School Branch 
is about all they talked about in my time .•. at that time 
was the, have you heard of the First Grade Certificates? 
lLBM: Yeah_J Secondary Certificates LLBM: Yes, yeah_J 
Certificates, well, the height of my ambition was to get a 
First Grade Certificate so I could teach school. So, I'd go 
to school in the, ah, wintertime, and then Dad would send me 
down to Summersville. We lived up the country then, and, ah, 
I went to SllinITlersville Normal School. That was, ah, was, was 
near a college, I never heard of, ah, a Normal School anywhere. 
I don't know whether any, I doubt if there were any established 
then. - There might have been one or two of the old Normals left, 
Fairmont or Concord. But, anyhow, ah, the country teachers in 
my:time, we, ah, we didn't know what a normal training certifi-
cat~ was and. 
LfiM: We~c they mostly men or women teachers? 
WCB: Ah, it was just about 50-50. The women was the same as men. 
LBM: Were the women rough teachers? 
WCB: No, no, ah, we never had any, we never had any in all my 
We never had any people, teacher problems at all. LLBM: 
that right.7 We just didn't, didn't have them that way. 




LBM: Now, Mr. Bobbitt, before you go ahe~d, I have another question 
I want to ask you LWCB: All right_J and you don't have to 
answer it if you don't want to. You said your father was 
elected sheriff in Nicholas County 1896. iWCB: Yeah_J That 
w~s the year William McKinley was elected, elected president. 
LWCB: Yes, that's right_J Were they on the same ticket? 
WCB: No, my father (laughter) I was always proud of him. Ah, my 
dad was considered a pretty fair, prominent man, pretty well 
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thought of in the county, and he served the, the, ah, first 
four years, and, ah, you couldn't, ah, succeed yourself LLBM: 
Yeah..J so he waited four years and was re-elected. iLBM: I 
swear..J And, ah, but we didn't move away from the farm, we 
stayed, we stayed on the farm, and he, and he stayed home, 
too. But, he travelled so didn't, didn't move so much, but 
but we kept up, I did and, ah, ah, my sisters. I had, ah, 
two sisters, older than I, and, ah, we, we all just, we kept 
up with our school. We'd, when we got the Normal School 
started, we'd go to the Normal School, you see, in the summer-
time. And, ah, in those times, the superintendent would, ah, 
would give the examinations, he gets, we had a state superin-
tendent of schools. Ah, I think Captain Ford was the first 
state superintendent of schools I can remember, ah, and, ah, 
they'd, they'd give us the examination and have three, three 
a year, about three maybe. I may be wrong about that. They'd 
have one a year, but they'd have three grades. You'd get a 
first, you'd get a second, you'd get a third. And, ah, when 
my sister went to school, they're younger than I, she got, 
ah, went to school, and she got a Third Grade Certificate and 
taught one year and got married, so that ended her career. 
Bni:, I kept on teaching and, ah, went to that Normal School, 
ah, at Swnmersville. They had some, some, some good teachers, 
some of the old line people who like Groves, people of that 
so:i::.: '\:ho were fine people •.• old people. My word, when we 
got :h .1. Normal School, we were grown. We weren't kids, you 
see, we, we were up 18, 19, and 20 years old, and as soon as 
one would get a certificate, start on the third, they'd come 
to school the next summer. They could do better the next 
3ummer. And, the first grade, when you got to be a first grade 
superintendent, the first grade teacher, why, we got up as 
high as we could go at that time; and my, my county super--
superintendent, ah, was a man named Groves, and he didn't have 
any more than the First Grade Certificate either. 
LBM: Wonder what, can you remember what you got paid on a First 
Class Certificate? 
WCB: Oh, yeah. Yes, sir. Yes, sir. I got $25 a month. 
LBM: 
WCB: 
Twenty-five dollars a month. 
Y2s, sir, and I taught a full term, 
I don't remember whichever it was. 
five months or six somewhat, 
When I got paid off, I got 
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paid off when Dad was sheriff LLBM: Yeah..J and when I got paid 
off, r got all my pay at one time. It was around about a $125. 
I didn't need any money. There wasn't anywhere to spend it 
(laughs) . So, I, but that was the salary, and third grade was 
cheaper, was lower than that. Now, could you imagine? But, 
anyhow, the (inaudible) was to a lot of people just like I did 
• first grade, second grade, third grade, and keep on going . 
So, ah, I taught, ah, I never did teach on the third, I never 
made a third; I made a second grade once or twice, maybe twice. 
So, ah, I taught then the first Hicks the first school I taught 
was up, ah, about four mile from where I lived. I, I stayed 
at home. Firsted, I didn't have to pay board, I worked on the 
farm, taking care of the cattle before I went to school, and 
I taught at that school; we called it the, the, ah, the Hick-
man School. That's a school that, ah, your superintendent 
taught. The third year after I taught, I taught the Hickman 
School one year, and that got up, and that was in nineteen hun-
dred and that would be nineteen hundred and six. Well, 1907, 
I went up to Little Beaver, and, ah, that's about two mile 
farther, but I still boarded at home, got the same salary, and 
I taught there on a second grade. 
LBM: How did you get to the school, walk? 
WCB: Roj ~ a horse. 
LEM: Rode a horse . 
WCB : Yes, I had •.• there was a man in the neighborhood that had 
a barn, and, and I'd put my horse in the barn and, ah, stay 
there until I got ready to come home, and I'd ride home, and 
it was about four miles to it, to the school at, ah, Little 
Beaver. And, ah, this, there were some, some of the finest 
people people up there, ah, in that community, one of the finest 
you ever could imagine anywhere. This, this, here one of the 
product of one of them, about the third generation. LLBM: Yeah_J 
People up there, all, all, all good people. Well, I had a 
cousin who lived in Webster County by the name of George Morton, 
and he was county superintendent in Webster County so he, ah, 
he got at me to come up to Cowan, that's, ah, ah, up on Camden 
on Gauley, and I went up there and took charge of ah, graded 
school, three room school, and I was principal of that school. 
So, ah, I taught that school, and, ah, that, that spring I, 
I went to, to, ah, to the uniformity examination and made 
I 
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a first grade, that served me on that. In the meantime in, in 
Great District, they, ah, had a school-bond election, wanted 
a school election, bonded their district for $25,000, think 
of it, and built a graded, graded school, ah, a district graded 
school. That's the County High School. iLBM: I swear✓ 
And, ah, I was old enough to vote, and I campaigned for the 
school and when that started, why, I went to high school, and, 
an, it was a three-year high school when it started. But, ah, 
ah, I finished, I finished the three year then added a year, 
then, then I just stayed to make it four years, so I graduated 
from a fourth-year high school in nineteen hundred, and that 
would be about nineteen hundred and eleven or twelve that I 
graduated from high school. So, ah, then I then I taught 
on over at Webster Springs and, ah, taught, taught one term 
over there, and then from there I went to Wesleyan College. 
There was a school teacher from Buckhannon came over, a 
woman came over from Buckhannon, a school teacher, and, ah, 
that was, ah, that was my wife. Her name was Eaton, and I, I, 
I just graduated from high school there where she tried it on 
but by the time she got through, about the time she ended up 
with four years there, I had graduated from college, and we 
got married. And, that ended my, ah, that ended my free 
school through rural school so •.• 
~BM: · W2s tuition high back then at Wesleyan? 
WCB: No, no, no, ah, I, ah, I've been thinking about the, ah, ah, 
I couldn't, ah, just couldn't give you, ah, it was so unreason-
ably low that I, I think maybe so maybe $50 a semester, and I 
had to board, ah, they didn't have a dormitory in that, in 
that at in Buckhannon. And, we would, ah, we would, ah, get 
our meals some all, all over town. Like they had people that 
had boarding houses. We'd get our meals (inaudible) and then 
get a room somewhere, and, ah, oh, my room and board $15 or 
~20 a month. 
LEM: I swear. Mrs. Bobbitt, Mr. Bobbitt, I had Algebra I and II to 
Mrs. Bobbitt iWCB: I didn't know that✓ Yeah, oh my, yes. 
And, did she graduate from college the same year you did? 
WCB: Yeah L_LBM: She did✓ no, no she graduated before I did. 
LLBM: Is that right_:/ She graduated before I did, because, 
ah, ah, ah, I had, ah, I had to go ·back one, maybe I went back 
a summer to finish that. By the way, I'll tell you somethin' 
LBM: 
WCB: 
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that I don't want gettin' in the record. Anyhow, we, she got, 
I got my, I took my course in education. I've got my State 
High School Certificate, you see. Well, the first school I 
taught, ah, I was, was, ah, in let's see what in the world was 
I going to say, yeah, yeah, I went down, I went to, went to 
Richwood. Ah, this man's S.lperintendent friend was a state 
superin~endent, and, ah, he knew my wife's people and, ah, 
my family (inaudible) Richwood, and I went down to Richwood 
and taught down there two years, and she got in the same school, 
ah, taught the same subjects S1e did here. So, I got, ah, but 
I already had my certificate that, that, that, that summer I 
think that I left there we, we went to Morgantown and summer 
school ••• and we both graduated with post graduate work. 
Then, ah, after I, I left, left Richwood went, went over to 
Flatwoods in that little town, you know where Flatwoods is? 
_iLBM: Yes, yes✓ And, we called it Flatwoods. And, ah, ah, 
another school man from Charleston came along with me and my 
people and my wife's people from Buckhannon said they needed 
somebody from Clay County, so,· ah, County High School, so, 
we, we came, we came down, we came down to Clay, Mr. Murphy, 
and McLaine, Jones, Bragg to see the county court was the 
z2hool board. One, one people elected one, county court 
made three, and, ah, let's see, who would be, ah, other one, 
the opponent was state superintendent and that's, that's, 
tha::';:;; ''how we operated. Wouldn't that be something? 




it went on that way for a good while, so, ah, we, 
started a school down there. I got along fine with 
I had no trouble about them. I had no trouble 
getting teachers. I went up 
up there and got this fellow 
Charleston for a long time. 
McGovern was his name. 
to, I'd go up to Morgantown on 
Dr. Frame. Late::-was here in, in 
We have a fellow by the name of 
LBM: Were they good teachers, Mr. Bobbitt? 
WCB: All, all good teachers. 
LBM: 
WCB: 
They were. iW'CB: All good teachers✓ Dedicated, too. 
Everyone of them couldn't be a bit better. Never, never had 
any. 
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LBM: How were the students attitude toward learning? 
WCB: Good ••• they, they wanted to go to school. I'll, I'll tell 
you now a little, a little about, ah, glad you mentioned it 
now. The students, when I came here we didn't have but about, 
ah, 80 or 90, but they were mature people iLBM: They were✓ 
and a great number of them were taking these exams, school 
examinations, you know iLBM: Yeah✓ and had certificates, 
some were third, some second, and even in the first grade . 
Slack went to school to me, and, ah, so, ah, I had, I hadn't 
I had a high school teacher at Cowan, when I was up there by 
the name of White, Wilson H. White, and his, his brother was, 
ah, ah, another White. I just don't remember his name, but 
he was a teacher in Glenville. iLBM: H. Laban White./ 
H. Laban. Well, by my knowing his brother, he came up here 
and was had some sort of job in the school business, but he, 
he, oh yes, he was a, he got in Glenville that how it happened, 
he got in Glenville, so he, heihought of the idea of having us 
to teach Glenville normal work· at night up here L'.)::"BM: Yeah✓ 
and give them credit for, for that, ah, works, see, they could 
go here to school at night ana get credit and go to and then 
t~2y'd go to school the next, the next to Glenville, you see. 
And, I don't know how many, all of those, these gooa teachers 
that~ ah, Earl Young's wife, ana all those, the Mabone Kings' 
girl~. all, all those teachers, ah, I had there, the Bragg 
gi.:::-ls , · and • 
LBM: My mother graduated when you were principal. iWCB: Yotrmother 
was one of them✓ Tell me, tell me again how, morn said that 
you wrote her up enough credits from her, ah, certificate ~o 
that she could graduate the year afterwards. 
WCB: Well, well, I'll tell you how we did that. You see, we, they 
had in taking the examination you had, you had to have physiology 
/LBM: Yeah✓ and you had to have, ah, English, ardyou had to 
have, ah, ah, maybe science or so, so on. Now, any of those 
that had, that had, ah, ah •.• good on the certificate, see, 
say your mother had 80 or 90 in English. Well, you could give 
her a year's credit for English. /LBM: I see✓ Or arithmetic 
or whatever, whatever field, you see, and put that on, and they 
were going to school here at the same time, you see. Even 
finishing some of them, even finishing high school, and that 
just give them a start. Now, that thing doing that lan the 
foundation for the best group of teachers that Clay County ever 
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had from the time I came here in, in 1922 up until, well for 
the next six, eight years, and they were just beginning to 
drop out, your mother was one of them and Earl Young's wife, 
and the King girls and. 
LBM: They're just now retiring aren't they? ,lWCB: Just now retir-
ing..J They're getting out. 





in other words, you have contributed a lot to the education 
Well..:J of Clay County by educating these people. 
That's, 
come in. 
it • • • 
that's, 
L_LBM: 
that's that's it, that's, that's where my glory 
Yeah..:J Ah, I sowed the seed, and they hoed 
LBM: That's right. Consequently, I'm a teacher, because my mother 
was one. 
WCB: And, ••• you're just one. I can name, I can name dozens of 
them •. L_LBM: Yeah..:J And, that's the beautiful thing about it. 
2i.BM: It is..J Ah, the •.• people weren't rich then in Clay; 
they were pretty poor, pretty hard up, you know, just ordinary 
ci:wntry people. The Bragg girls, some of the finest teachers. 
You re~ember, ah, ah, L_LBM: Goldie..J Goldie Bragg, Goldie, 
Goldie was one of them, and, ah, Frank of one, Howard White 
went to s::hool then. L_LBM: Howard WhiteJ Howard White, he 
went to school, Andy Pugh went to school ••• Rogers that 
taught over at Mingo. What is his name. Lon Rogers. L_LBM: 
Yeah_J Lon went to school and taught at (inaudible) and 
Andy Pugh got a diploma, gave him a high school diploma see 
when they graduated. Yeah, old Lon sat on the platform up 
there and graduated with Murry Smith ••• 
LBM: Murry graduated under you? L_WCB: Huh?7 Murry graduate .•• 
LBM: Oh, yeah. I'm .•• awful sorrty about that, but I can help 
it (laughter). Yeah, that was that was, that was, that was, 
that was the beginning of the, ah, of the, ah, of the educational 
system in, in the county. That got the teachers started. Well, 
then they -just followed up, you see. Now, you can see how much, 
how, ah, the result, the results of it. Now, those all most 
of those have retired, but I run across their students. 
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LI°BM: Yeah_J You see. 
LBM: What, what did parents think of education back then when you 
were here? 
WCB: Well, well, well, ah, they, they, they didn't, ah, they, they, 
they wasn't, wasn't, wasn't sensitive to just didn't know much 
about it. Didn't, didn't, didn't the school was so far removed. 
Just now that's one thing when I came here, why, you missed 
your friends. Insisted that I get out, get out all over the 
county and do missionary work, and I did. I'd go to the homes. 
I went up here, you know, where Groves Creek is iLBM: Yes.J 
••• Ira, Ira Jackson out of the mines up there and brought 
him down here and put him through school. 
LBM: Well, I'll swear, and Ira taught about 45 or 50 years didn't 
he? 
WCB: Let's see, and he's such a gentleman 
LBM: Yes, he is. 
WCB: (Inaudible) and give his dad the job as janitor. The old man 
w~~ a janitor, and he stayed here for four years, and Ira went 
LC• .c::;.r.:hool, and he got a diploma. Now, no better man than Ira 
Jac\.son, is there? 
LBM: That's right. 
I cc:.....ie in 22.J 
h8:r.e that ever 
Now, but when you came here in say 1922 L_WCB: 
22 then you were probably about the only person 
had a college education at that time. 
WCB: Ah, ah, no, there were, they were, they, I don't know so much 
about the teachers. I imagine they're high school teachers, 
ah, most of 'em had a college education, I imagine. I just 
don't remember who they were. But, only had three or four high 
school teachers iLBM: Yeah.J when I came. Why, I imagine 
they, they, I imagine, they all had degrees. 
LBM: Did you have anything to work with as far as physical things? 
WCB: Ah, no, no when, when I came when I came, the, ah, the basement 
of the high school was dirt. It hadn't been finished. iLBM: 
Is that right✓ Yeah, we, ah, we, ah, we got that, ah, ah, 
got the cement floor in and while I was they had a Home Ee 
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teacher here, but I went to the University, and, ah, they had 
this federal, federal aid to Horne Ecr and you've got a Horne 
Ee teacher now, and you all have one LLBM: YeahJ with federal 
aid and I got, I had, I got that for the first ••• LLBM: 
Under the Smith-Hughes Act.J Yeah, for the first, ah, when, 
when the government pays for it. LLBM: Right..J And, ah, 
that teacher then, I went to the University and hired a com-
missory, ah, I don't remember her first name, a mighty fine 
teacher, and, ah, then I went on up there two or three times 
and got good Horne Ee teachers .•. then those teachers worked 
in the summertime, ani they taught, taught Home Ee and had 
projects, you see. LLBM: Yeah, yeah..J And, but these 
women, these, these Horne Ee teachers travelled all over the 
county. They've got their travel expenses, and they had 
school girls had projects, and they tell me they've quit 
that. 
LEM: Yeah, about, now, we still have a few, now. We have a few 
projects. 
WCB: Well, we had that, that then, then that took the, the school 
right out in, in the homes, and we had the same thing with the 
with Vo Ag. I was acquainted with this, ah, Vo Ag man down 
at ,. ah, in Kanawha County, and he had a boy ... redheaded 
1-."-· i',.. What was his name? Do you remember him? Anyhow, I had 
one of the--McGovern. He came here, and he was, ah, he, he 
was, ah, he, he was, ah, fine teacher, and he stayed a couple 
of years. And, ah, by the way, I think he went on after he 
left here. He got went out West and got his Ph.D. and doin' 
something in, in (inaudible). But, anyhow, they had sort of 
a club here, and we, we had Vo Ag for the teacher for the 
boys, see, and we called farm carpentry. It was a little 
different from, ah, Kyles and Suttons'. We didn't have any 
big automobiles with, ah (inaudible) on it (laughter). 
LLBM: Oh, shootJ They, they were .•. they were, they 
were nice .•. they were nice teachers. All had I never 
had any, never had any, any, ah, any, any bad teachers. 
After we get this off the record I'll tell you one little 
experience we had with a teacher, but they were nice teachersp 
fine, fine people. They went to the communities and all, 
and they took with the people and that would bring children 
into schools, you know, and, ah, the boys would Vo Ag, and 
they let, let the farm, let the Vo Ag work peter out. They 
had to have the 4-H Camp McGovern's father was, ah, was, ah, 
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had charge of it in Kanawha County, and he owns material, and 
there's an old little shack up at John Wheelers that we had 
the first 4-H Club Camp, Camp that was ever in Clay County. 
can you remember the old Wheeler house, ah, before it burned 
down? 
LBM: No, No, I can't remember it. 
WCB: Ah, well, there's a little shack right beyond that in Little 
Bottom we had a 4-H Camp up there. 
LBM: I swear. Did you have much paper work back in the school? 
WCB: No, we didn't know what paper work was (laughter). 
LBM: ·where did you live at when you first went to Clay? 
WCB: Well, the first place I lived, let's see where I did, where I 
landed. Well, I first, I first came to the hotel, and, ah, 
and, ah, then, then, then I moved up to, ah, you go, do you 
know the new filing station is up here iLBM: Yeah✓ the 
old, the old house that stood there? Do you remember it was 
an old building ••• finally burnt down, a little shack there, 
s+:-...,yed there a while. Ah, then, ah, then there got to moved 
on i n the Downey House, and I stayed there until, ah, they 
built the new, they built the new house in '23. iLBM: That's 
the '· one up hereJ Uh huh, so • 
LBM: Did your wife teach here, too? 
WCB: All the time. /LEM: She did✓ She taught all the time. 
And, ah, so, ah, but, ah, it was after something else happened. 
Just beyond, beyond that, ah, ah, little old house that I told 
you about that was saved they had there was an old house in 
the, in the bottom just beyond the, can you remember another 
village just opposite where, where, ah, ah, the school teacher 
lives, ah, that's retired, what's his name? LLBM: Umm. Mr. 
Will Farline./ Yeah, yeah. Can you, can you remember a house 
in the hollow just across there? Can you remember that old 
house? iLBM: No, I don't believe I can_J Well, they had one 
there was a house there. You probably wouldn't remember it. 
Anyhow, we lived in the little house this side, and we stayed 
there, but they, they decided the'd have the dorm moved, 
talked about building the dormitory up on the high school 
LBM: 
WCB: 
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hill, and they didn't do that, so they bought that old shack 
in the holler there, and the dang thing burned down (laughter). 
They had, my wife and I stayed in it, and we. had five girls. 
Naomi Cain and maybe her sister and three or four others the 
night that thing burned down and ¼hen and then we had to move 
out, and then we went to, ah, to, ah, ah, the Downey House, 
so we moved to the house. But, ah, the girls would come, ah, 
they would come out from out in the country, ah, ah, ride 
horse back, and we had nothing like, nothing like transportation. 
There was another, another thing, too, that, ah, that was little 
remarkable, ah, the train that came down the river could bring 
people from up the river iLBM: YeahJ even up, we had them 
up from Braxton County would come down here to school, and we 
had them from Roane County. They came over here from Nicholas 
County and came here from Kanawha County, and they came here 
from, ah, from, ah, from Roane County. We had students from 
every county that adjoined us. 
I swear. Now, would you, woula you say, Mr. Bobbitt, that 
education is getting better or the opportunities for these 
children are better or are they getting the quality education 
they did when . 
I'm, I'm sorry you asked me (laughs). 
LBM: Go ahead and tell me. Maybe you'll send some of us back to school 
to see if we can't be taught to teach. 
WCB: (Laughs) Ah, ah, Lewis, I've thought about it a hundred times, 
and I've compared it with children that I see. Course I don't 
have any contact with them, but, ah, ah, I think of them in 
comparison to, ah, to the ones that I had. iLBM: Yes.J And, 
then I, I can just take you, take people like I can't call 
names as good as I used to but those, those older people, all 
of them, most, most all of your old retired high teachers, 
your mother, the Young girls, and the King girls, and the Bragg 
~irls, and the Bailes' iLBM: Right7 and, ah, why, we had 
brilliant students. 
LBM: Masel Bennington. 
WCB: Masel nennington was another one LLBM: YeahJ, and we had, and 
ah, we had boys, boys, too, but they'll admit they all wasn't . 
all, they all, but, ah, they didn't go into, didn't all of them 
LBM: 
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didn't not many of them into teaching. We had a fellows like 
Bob Elliott, and, ah, and, ah, his, his brother, and, ah, we 
had, ah, Dwain Morgan went to school here. He's a dentist 
in Charleston, and Farr went to school here. Farr's a judge 
over in LLBM: Yeah_J over in one of the aajoining counties 
and, ah, ah, oh, I just can't tell you people went to, Pugh 
went to college that Clay Pugh graduated, and he was a good 
school teacher, and, ah, it was just, ah, just remarkable that, 
ah, that there's, there's just, there's just, there these just 
nothing, there's nothing for them to do but just go to school, 
nothing much, no, not like it is now. Ah, we, we wouldn't 
have known a hot, hot lunch. I don't know ••.. 
Uh huh. They didn't have money to spend either did they? 
WCB: No, didn't have, no, no, no didn't, no didn't, didn't have no 
money, but they all worked. 
LBM: Were the business people in Clay when you came here, Mr. Bobbitt, 
were they, were they behind you and your school efforts? 
WCB; Ah, ah, off and on. 
LBH: O.Zf and on. 
WCB: Oft and on. I have some awful good friends here, and, ah, but 
as a, as a general thing, as a, as a general thing, I, ah, I, 
I think that just about everybody in town was, ah, the Piersons 
down here was one bunch that shared in Downey's outfit, and, 
~~. Carl Reed, and, well, just about everybody I can think of. 
Ah, they were interested in the school. Monk Smith's girls 
come here to schooL iLBM: Yeah_J You know Goldie and Gay. 
/Yeah, yeah, Fred's sister_J Yeah, and Fred. Yeah, we 
finally got Fred, Fred, too (laughter). 
LBM: Did you have any discipline problems? 
WCB: There was no problem at all. 
LBM: No problem at all. 
WCB: No, no was no problem at all, no problem at all. 
LBM: Well, I'll tell you, things are changing, aren't they? 
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WCB: Well, ah, I'm really, I'm really, ah, no doubt about about""" • 
LBM: If you had it to do all overa;ain, would you still be a teacher? 
WCB: Ah, I, I don't think there's any quest in the world that's 
harder than teacher, and I don't know of anything that, ah, I 
could have done in any county or anyplace that would have 
given me more satisfaction than I've got out of my later years 
living in Clay County among the people and the people's child-
ren that I've helped. 
LBM: You certainly hold our respect and esteem. We see you on the 
street, and we know that you're an educator of long ago. 
WCB: ~ell, sir, and I've begin to count, count my breaths and, ah, 
ah, not from, ah, not I've had some remarkable students. I 
don't know, I don't know whether you know it or not this here, 
this here man, Smith, down here, Lewis, is a, is a remarkable 
man. i_LBM: Yeah✓ The peopl,e in Clay County don't realize. 
LLBM: Talking about Murry./ Talking about Murry. 
LBM: Murry has always been a friend to the teachers. You know that? 
wi:B: Yes, -~lways has. i_LBM: He really has✓ And, he, he, ah, he, 
he, ':"' '.vas a, he came here with his brogan shoes on and his 
jeans ~.:itches. But, now, he had good parents. Come from a 
gooJ L(JJnrnunity and a good background, but he came without a 
dollar, and that boy, nobody ever gives him anything. 
LBM: You know, one of the most proudest moments I ever had, Mr. Bobbitt, 
one time I walked in the bank down there and Murry said that you 
told him LWCB: Yeah_J that I was the last of your, well, I'm 
not sure the term he used, but anyway, I was the last one of 
yours that you were being responsible for, you know, that really ••• 
WCB: Yeah, yeah, well, sir, I never, I never told Murry, but I don't 
know a man, and I'll tell you this, I don't know of a man in 




I'm, I'm sure that a lot of people feels that way now. 
They don't appreciate him like they, they should .•• 
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LBM: He gives the teachers money to go to school on. 
WCB: He, ah, he, he, yeah, that's, that's what he does. They don't, 
they don't, and he'll do anything for anybody ~gitimate that 
he can do. 
LBM: Yeah, is he an old teacher, too? Did he teach some? 
WCB: Taught, yes, a good, a 
on the football team. 
he was a good teacher. 
pretty good teacher. Yeah, he played 
iLBM: He didd Oh, yeah, yeah, yes, 
LBM: Could he play football? 
WCB: No (laughter). Oh, no, we, we, we, we, just didn't hardly, 
what did I say there. You'll have to delete that one, won't 
you? 
LBM: No, you just said, you, you said hardly (laughter). 
WCB: We, ah, ah, course, we, ah, wasn't much we could do, do in 
athletics. But, we, ah, we took our, ah, we won, ah, ah, won 
a tournament in this section and had pretty good, we had a 
.1:-'.!.e:i:.~y good basketball team . One, one Clay Pugh went to 
' ·col lcge from here went to school. Elliott boys, ah, some of 
t-rem went to school and, ah, but athletics, you see, we had 
no wOolens, we didn't have any gymnasium, and, ah, the school 
boys some of them come from wide and Straw boys, I hadn't 
mentiuued them. I don't kno,w whether you remember any of 
~hem ••• /LEM: No✓ They lived up at, ah, up at, ah, up at, 
ah, up at, ah, at, ah, Strongdale, and we got out of here and 
raised, the school did, and raised the money and built that 
old Wooten, Wooten Gymnasium. /LBM: Is that right..J Yeah, 
and there was, ah, ah, and, ah, won the sectional in basketball 
championship in the section, first or second, second year. 
LBM: Mr. Bobbitt, you see things over a broad scope, you're on, 
you, you have time now to look at things. What do you~ what 
do you think of school system today? Now, I'm not trying to 
iWCB: Well, ah✓ How could we go about improving it? 
WCB: Well, I, ah, I've thought, I've thought about that, ah, I've 
thought about that, ah, ah, too. I don't know, I haven't, I 
haven't kept in touch with it. I mean, I don't know any of 
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the inside. Now, I believe I've said it so many times, said 
to you, now, this is just superficial now. There never was 
a time thatihings was too genuous, and everything was going 
so well, and there was so little commotion iLBM: Yes..J, see, 
and, and people seemed to be of all one coin. There's never 
been a time like this before. iLBM: Not in Clay County for 
a long time.7 Now, that's on the outside, now that's on the 
outside. L_LBM: YeahJ Now, what the kids are learning these 
other things I don't know about, you see. And, I just know 
what I just, just from appearance, because I saw it the other, 
I seen it the other way, see. 
LBM: What do you think of our school down there, our, our high 
school, facility wise? 
WCB: Well, it couldn't be beat. It's just remarkable . 
LBM: It's, it's a wonderful opportunity for a lot of students. 
WCB: It is. Nobody can imagine just, just what it means. It's 
marvelous to go down there, and then for me to just go down and 
look at · it. 
LBM: But yow► taught in a new high school, too, here ddn' t you? I 
rr.c.::.:. ;:i , -:.;~sn' t our old high school new about the time you . 
WCB: Yes, it-hadn't been there for two or three years. 
are only three county high school in the state, ah, 
Stur~crsville, and Tyler County are the only three. 






LBM: I swear. What kind of heat did they have, just coal? 
WCB: No, they had, had that old, old boiler. 
LBM: Old 1-:-ni ler. 
WCB: Old boiler, only fed with coal. LLBM: Yeah_J° We got the coal 
in a bucket. 
LBM: Did you have a good history teacher? 
WCB: All good teachers. {LBM: All good teachersJ We didn't have 
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any bad teachers. 
LBM: You know, I'm, you know, history always ,i_wcB: Yeah.J been my 
favorite, and I was just wondering how they taught history 
back then. 
WCB: Well, I, ah, I don't so much about, this fellow~ you know, Flynn, 
is state superintendent of schools. iLBM: Yeah✓ He, he, I 
gave him his first school here. I gave McGovern, young McGovern, 
he's the son of the, ah, county agent of Kanawha County. He, 
he taught school. And, ah, I don't know how many people I've 
given schools to and started off and made, made, made good. 
All of them went from here, from, from this s::hool. Along, 
never, didn't have any, I had one or two from .•• 
LBM: Well, before I turn off the tape do you have a joke you want 
to tell me. I know that you. 
WCB: Yeah, turn it off. 
got it. 
I want to tell you something. Have you 
